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May 14 / Administration of George Bush, 1991

This is now the fourth time | have had
the honor of proposing a toast to the Presi-
dent of the United States in the very place
where my father once proposed a toast to
President Roosevelt. No wonder | cannot
feel a stranger here. The British have never
felt America to be a foreign land. Here
we feel comfortable and among friends.
This is not entirely one-sided. It was Mrs.
Roosevelt who wrote in 1939, after the long
talks between my father and the President
about the world crisis, that in times of dan-
ger something deeper comes to the surface,
and the British and we stand together with
confidence in our common heritage and
ideas.

This visit and those which we are to pay
to Florida and Texas is, therefore, an occa-
sion to reaffirm what has sometimes been
called the special relationship between our
two nations. The path of this friendship has
not always been smooth. But at a time of
unusual tension between us, my great-great-
grandmother Queen Victoria noted in her
diary shortly before she died that the dis-
putes and disagreements between us are
really entirely superficial. 1 am convinced
that this is still true today.

And so, Mr. President, while much has
changed since those days, events still de-
mand that our two countries use their mu-
tual understanding to work together with
our allies and partners towards a world in

which more people and more nations can
live in freedom with confidence in the rule
of law. As you put it in your Inaugural Ad-
dress, we know that freedom works. During
the Gulf crisis, your country and mine have
together shown that freedom works. In the
ceaseless task of promoting freedom and
free institutions and in standing up for them
wherever they may be threatened, the
United States has given courageous and un-
wavering leadership.

The free world has to thank you, Mr.
President, for your clarity of vision and
firmness of purpose. You have led not with
bombast and rhetoric but with steadiness
and quiet courage—what Thoreau de-
scribed as “three-o’clock-in-the-morning
courage.” And you made the decisions that
had to be made.

Mr. President, | raise my glass to you
and Mrs. Bush; to the friendship of our
two nations; and to the health, prosperity,
and happiness of all the people of the
United States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 8:07 in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to His Royal High-
ness Prince Philip, the Queen’s husband;
Margaret Thatcher, former Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom; and current Prime
Minister John Major.

Memorandum on United States Armed Forces in Japan

May 14, 1991

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Waiver of Limitation with Respect
to End Strength Level of U.S. Armed Forces
in Japan for Fiscal Year 1991

Consistent with section 8105(d)(2) of the
Department of Defense Appropriation Act,
1991 (Public Law 101-511; 104 Stat. 1856),
I hereby waive the limitation in section
8105(b) which states that the end strength
level for each fiscal year of all personnel
of the Armed Forces of the United States
stationed in Japan may not exceed the num-
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ber that is 5,000 less than such end strength
level for the preceding fiscal year, and de-
clare that it is in the national interest to
do so.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the Congress of this waiver and of the rea-
sons for the waiver contained in the at-
tached justification, and to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

GEORGE BUSH



Administration of George Bush, 1991 / May 15

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:59 p.m., May 23, 1991]

Note: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on May 15.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Health Care Liability
Reform and Quality of Care Improvement Act of 1991

May 15, 1991

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to submit for your consider-
ation and enactment the “Health Care Li-
ability Reform and Quality of Care Im-
provement Act of 1991.”

This legislative proposal would assist in
stemming the rising costs of health care
caused by medical professional liability.
During recent years, the costs of defensive
medical practice and of litigation related
to health care disputes have skyrocketed.
As a result, the access to quality care for
significant portions of the population has
been threatened.

The bill would encourage States to adopt
within 3 years quality assurance measures,
tort reforms, and alternative dispute resolu-
tion mechanisms. A pool of funds would
be available to States and hospitals in those
States that implement these reforms. The
quality assurance measures require effective

actions to improve quality and reduce the
incidence of negligence. The tort reforms
would include: (1) a reasonable cap on non-
economic damages; (2) the elimination of
joint and several liability for those damages;
(3) prohibiting double recoveries by plain-
tiffs; and (4) permitting health care pro-
viders to pay damages for future costs peri-
odically rather than in a lump sum. Most
of these provisions would be made specifi-
cally applicable to actions arising under the
Federal Tort Claims Act.

I urge the prompt and favorable consider-
ation of this proposal, which would com-
plement initiatives the Administration will
undertake concerned with malpractice and
quality of care.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
May 15, 1991.

Remarks on the Administration’s Domestic Agenda

May 15, 1991

Let me just say a few words. And I, first
of all, thank you—thank the leader, Bob
Dole, and Don Nickles and everybody for
this hospitality. We’ve got a big and good
domestic agenda. | just was up here to get
your views, but to urge your support for
Fast Track, which is overseas, but it's also
domestic because | am convinced that it
can create jobs in this country, and | think
it's going to be good for the economy of
the United States.

I was talking to Senator Thurmond about
the crime bill. I am very interested in get-
ting a comprehensive crime package
through, and | hope that, with your help,
we can do it. | realize the odds are a little

difficult, but we want to get that done.

I wanted to mention the veto strategy
that Bob Dole and Al Simpson and so many
of you have been active in. And it is very
important because when we’re in a minor-
ity, the only way we’re going to get some-
thing done is to beat down the bad idea
before they give us a shot at a good idea.
Last year, we were very successful, thanks
to the work of everybody around this table.
And 1 just would urge your continued co-
operation with the leadership.

Sometimes | know it’s easy. Sometimes
you can’t join us, but for the most part,
we’ve been very good about it, and | just
urge your strong support for this veto strat-
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